AIDS and hospice.
Which AIDS patients should be admitted to hospice programs? Many health care professionals feel that any anti-viral drug or treatment directed against the opportunistic infections characteristic of AIDS to be incompatible with hospice philosophy. Others argue that inclusion of AIDS patients blurs the distinction between hospice and community service programs. We argue that achieving consensus on this issue is best served by focusing on the defining characteristic of hospice programs--the care of the dying. Consensus is not served by dwelling on the specific palliative or supportive measures used to achieve the hospice goal. We suggest a framework by which AIDS patients may be accommodated in existing hospice programs while maintaining hospice program integrity. It is further suggested that these may be used for the consideration of any patient for hospice care.